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Section 2 
 

Installing and Maintaining Traffic Barricades 
 

Purpose 
 
Installing traffic barricades on vehicular access ramps will spatially and 
temporally separate sea turtles and AIBM from vehicular activities. 
Impenetrable barricades drastically reduce unauthorized public vehicular 
access to the beach.    
 
Relevant ITP Conditon(s) - G.2.a. 
 

a. Installation, Maintenance, and Operation of Traffic Barricades.  
“The Permittee shall maintain and/or enhance all existing traffic 
barricades on public beach access ramps to ensure they effectively 
exclude public vehicle traffic when closed.  The Permittee shall install 
and maintain traditional traffic barricades at locations where vehicles 
have regularly accessed the beach illegally. The Permittee shall close 
the traffic barricades to limit public vehicle access as described in 
Conditions 11.G.1.b and c.” 

 
HCP Performance During 2007 
 
Implementation: During 2001 and 2002, St. Johns County Division of 
Beach Management installed impenetrable steel gates at all public vehicular 
access points, except at the Surfside access ramp located in Vilano beach. 
Surfside access ramp has been undergoing renovations and recently was 
completed in the winter of 2008, with the exception of the steel gate.  There 
is currently a chain and lock that extends the width of the access ramp. 
 
Although the 8 remaining vehicle access ramps have steel gates in place a 
number of gates were vandalized by vehicles ramming directly into the gates 
to obtain access to or from the beach. Their were also many cases where 
illegal access was gained by driving north or south of the gate over existing 
vegetation.  Bollards were placed at most of the gates to prevent further 
encroachment and illegal access. However, the drivers began to remove the 
bollards to enter or exit the beaches.   
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The following information was obtained from sea turtle patrol, Marine 
Rescue, Toll Booth operators, and Beach Maintenance:  
 

Table 2. Reporting of vandalized gates 
 

Gate                     
Infractions 

Structural  
Damage 

Cut 
Lock 

Missing 
Lock 

Lock Glued 
Shut 

Usina 0 0 0 0 
Surfside 0 0 0 0 
Vilano 1 0 0 0 
Porpoise Point 0 0 0 0 
A Street 0 0 0 0 
Ocean Trace 0 0 0 0 
Dondanville 0 2 0 0 
Matanzas Ave 0 1 0 0 
Mary Street 0 0 0 0 
Crescent Beach 0 2 1 0 
Fort Matanzas 2 2 0 1 
Totals 3 7 1 1 

 
Assessment: As part of the funding and completion of Surfside a new 
impenetrable steel gate has been installed. Usina, Vilano, Ocean Trace, and 
Dondanville vehicle access ramps have been recognized to have illegal 
access points.  The following is a break down of items that have or will be 
installed at ramps with observed illegal access.  
 
Usina Sand fencing installed north of ramp 
Vilano Wood fence to be installed extending west to east, 

connecting to gate 
Ocean Trace Sand fencing installed north of ramp 
Dondanville Sand fencing installed north and south of ramp 

 
Program Improvements:  There are no program improvements scheduled 
at this time. 


